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School Profile

Belton lies on the I-35 corridor between Waco and Austin, Texas. Home
of the University of Mary-Hardin Baylor, a small Baptist University, Belton
borders Temple, site of the nationally known Scott & White Hospital.
West of Belton is Fort Hood, the largest military installations in the world.
Surrounded by two beautiful lakes, Belton is a progressive mid-sized
community with a population of 14,625.

All schools, grades K-12, are fully accredited by the Southern Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools and the Texas Education Agency.

Message to
Students

The BISD School Board, administrators, counselors and teachers realize
that planning your future can be a complicated process. This Course De-
scription Catalog has been prepared to enable you and your parents to
select your courses wisely during your three years as a middle school
student.

In elementary school you were assigned certain courses. In middle
school you will play a larger role in deciding which courses you will take.
Within this book you will find a complete listing of courses and school
policies. A brief description of each course offering should aid you in
your course selections. Complete your registration for 2009-2010 and
return it to school by the designated deadline. Your grade level coun-
selor and teachers are ready to assist you in planning your program of
study Please feel free to contact them if you have any questions.

Class Schedule Belton Middle School will have a six period school day for the 2009—

2010 school year.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Course
Classification

GENERAL INFORMATION

*  SPECIAL EDUCATION - Students must meet certain criteria and be placed by an Ad-
missions Review & Dismissal Committee (ARD Committee).

* REGULAR - Regular courses provide students with the opportunity to take subjects
that will advance learning in basic subject areas. These courses provide on-grade
level instruction in all Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills as outlined in the State
Board approved well-balanced curriculum. These courses are sufficient for most post-
secondary institutions as well as career-bound students.

*  PRE-ADVANCED PLACEMENT - Pre-AP courses stress independent and creative study
that extends the advanced level of learning. Placement in Pre-AP courses is based
upon prior academic and/or testing performance.

Course Selection
and Changes

If a student believes that he or she has been incorrectly placed in a class, a request
for change may be made to the campus principal. Approval of schedule changes will
be limited to those judged to be within school guidelines and in the best interest of the
student after parent and teacher conferences.

Students and parents must give the selection of courses much consideration and careful
thought. The master schedule and teacher hiring are based on student course selections.
Any changes greatly affect the total budget and must be completed prior to the end of each
school year. From time to time the courses offered will be re-evaluated because of class
size and interest. If a course you have requested is cancelled, the student’s alternate
choice will be selected.

A student may be assigned to a TAKS remediation class if the student’s spring 2009
TAKS performance is poor.

English as a
Second Language
(ESL) Program

Texas Administrative
Code, Title 19, Part Il

Subchapter BB. Commissioner’s
Rules Concerning State Plan for
Educating Limited English Profi-
cient Students

It is the policy of the state that every student in the state who has a home language
other than English and who is identified as limited English proficient shall be provided
a full opportunity to participate in an English as a second language (ESL) program, as
required in the Texas Education Code, Subchapter B.

The goal of the ESL program is to enable students identified as limited English profi-
cient (LEP) to become competent in the comprehension, speaking, reading and compo-
sition of the English language through the integrated use of second language methods.
The ESL program emphasizes the mastery of English language skills as an integral part
of the academic goals for all students to enable them to participate equitably in school.

Each student’s level of proficiency is designated by the language proficiency assess-
ment committee (LPAC). The district shall modify the instruction, pacing and materials
to ensure the LEP students have a full opportunity to master the essential knowledge
and skills of the required curriculum. The amount of instruction provided in ESL
classes is commensurate with the student’s level of English proficiency and the level of
academic achievement.

The LPAC Committee gives written notice to the student’s parents advising that the
student has been classified as LEP and request approval to place student in required
ESL classes. Upon approval, the student is placed in the recommended program and
the academic progress is monitored by the LPAC Committee on a yearly basis.
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English as a
Second Language
(ESL) Program (cont.)

A student may exit the ESL program upon recommendation by the LPAC committee by
meeting the state exit criteria. The LPAC will review the student’s oral and written lan-
guage proficiency development in English, the state performance standards for the
English TAKS in reading and writing (when available) and grades in all subjects and
courses taken. The LPAC committee will notify the student’s parent in writing of the
student’s reclassification as English proficient and his/her exit from the ESL program.

Gifted and
Talented Program

Student Identification
Process

Gifted and Talented students can progress beyond the regular school curriculum. Stu-
dents are provided services through designated GT or pre-advanced placement
classes. Courses are offered in all core academic areas of math, science, social stud-
ies, language arts and reading. The curriculum in the designated courses is taught by
certified GT teachers and differentiated for identified gifted students to provide greater
depth and complexity in content, process and product. Students also have the option
to participate in credit by acceleration and instruction in a subject area(s) above grade
level when advanced ability is demonstrated.

Students may be nominated for the GT program throughout the school year by teach-
ers, counselors, parents, peers, other interested persons or themselves. The deadline
for end-of-year referrals will be early March. Students referred for assessment after
this date will be screened in the fall of the next school year.

Criteria to identify GT students shall be established in the board-approved program for
the gifted and talented. Written parental consent shall be obtained before any special
testing or individual assessment is conducted as part of the screening and identifica-
tion process. A selection committee shall evaluate each nominated student according
to the established criteria and shall select those students for whom the GT program
placement is the appropriate educational setting.

Assessment tools may include but are not limited to the following: achievement and
intelligence tests, behavioral checklist completed by teachers and parents, teacher
nominations based on classroom observations, student/parent conferences, student
work products and interviews. Screening of non-English speaking students will be con-
ducted either in the student’s native language or with non-verbal assessments.

Parents and students shall be notified in writing of the selection committee’s decision
regarding the student’s participation in the GT program. Participation in the program is
voluntary. The district shall obtain written consent of the student and parent before a
student is placed in the gifted program.

Pre-Advanced
Placement
Program

Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) classes give students the opportunity to practice (at
the appropriate level) skills that will enable them to be successful in Advanced Place-
ment classes at the high school level. Pre-AP courses are more rigorous than regular
courses. Pre-AP classes will expose students to the type of expectations and activities
required by the AP program. Pre-AP classes lay the foundation for success not only in
the AP program at the high school level, but also ultimately in college course work.

At the high school level College Board Advanced Placement (AP) classes serve two pur-
poses: (1) to prepare high school students for college level work and (2) to allow stu-
dents the opportunity to receive college accreditation/credit upon successfully com-
pleting an exam.

Successful Pre-AP students are task oriented, logical, analytical, and critical thinkers
who are able to set priorities with regard to time and responsibilities. Parental support
also plays a key role in the success of these students.
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2 Advanced Placement(AP) and Pre-Advanced Placement@AP)

k id a Policy and Expectations

The purpose of Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP)esus to give the student the opportunity to radckills that will enable
him/her to prepare for and be successful in collegel Advanced Placement (AP) courses. Collegparatory Pre-AP classes and
college-level AP classes are more rigorous thanlaeglasses, requiring adequate preparation antincing effort. Course require-
ments are carefully outlined in the course desorgtfound in the Belton ISD (BISD) Course Catalog.

Student, Parent, and Teacher Expectations

For the Student: Stay focused, actively participating in class%0af the time. Set aside time outside of clas$ia-AP/AP study
time daily. Finish all assignments by the due d&rhibit the performance standards you will needollege. Form study groups.
Challenge your peers. Do extra research. Asktiounss Seek tutorial assistance if warranted. uieq tutorial attendance is may
be required if the student’s course average falew a 75.

For Parents/Guardians: Become a partner with the teacher to help achogtienum student success. Support students ipléme
ning, preparation, and time necessary for Pre-AR¢tess. Recognize that Pre-AP/AP requiremeatsaural to, not secondary to,
UIL activities and after-school jobs. When scheduylattend Pre-AP/AP meetings to learn about the®dPPre-AP program and
course specifics. Recognize that Pre-AP/AP claasesollege-level or honors-level courses and hégleer performance-level
requirements than traditional classes. Extendethming environment beyond the classroom—encouwagestudent to attend
available conferences, seminars, or cultural d@w/irelated to the subject area. Guide studerttseir personal career planning and
long-term goals.

Teacher: Demonstrate a commitment to ongoing teacheritrgithrough College Board and other advanced tiginEnsure qual-
ity resources are used and aligned to Pre-AP/ARcalim demands. Possess a personal commitmetudent performance.
Teach using a variety of teaching styles. Devédagher-parent partnerships to promote academadlerce. Fully participate in
regular Pre-AP/AP departmental meetings to exchateges, develop support systems, and examine paafare data.

Exit Policy

I understand that the student must remain in teeA®/AP class for which they registered for thetfthree weeks of school. After
that time, the student may request to move out@Pre-AP/AP course and into a regular level coutde last day to request a
course change is five days after the first six wegiade report is given to the student. All coatsgnges must be agreed upon by a
committee consisting of the student, parent, teadueinselor, and administrator. The transfer grearned will be provided to the
new teacher. Any class changes may affect thestisdentire schedule and will be subject to awdity of space in the prospective
less-challenging class.

| acknowledge having read and understood the abowiteria for Pre-AP/AP courses and request the stuent’s
placement in the initialed courses below.

Student’s Signature Parent’s Signature Date

Student’s Printed Name Parent’s Printed Name Phone Number
Parent initial Pre-AP/AP courses for which studsrenrolling:
ELA (English/Language Arts) Math History Science

Foreign Language (HS only) Art GAfy) Psychology (HS only)
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Physical
Education Credit

BISD has developed the following policy in allowing students to participate in an off cam-
pus commercially sponsored activity instead of the campus physical education class.
(Texas Administrative Code 74.11, Subchapter D.) The parent must apply to the district for
approval, and such approval may be granted under the following conditions:

1. Olympic-level participation and/or competition that includes a minimum of 15
hours per week of highly intense, professionally supervised training. The
training facility, instructors, and the activities involved in the program must be
certified by the superintendent or designee to be of exceptional quality. Stu-
dents qualifying and participating at this level may be dismissed from school
one hour per day. Students dismissed may not miss any class other than
physical education.

2. Private or commercially sponsored physical activities include those certified
by the superintendent or designee to be of high quality and well supervised
by appropriately trained instructors. Student participation of at least five
hours per week must be required. Students certified to participate at this
level may not be dismissed from any part of the regular school day.

3. Certification of Program—before qualifying the following information must be
provided to certify the activity the student will participate in. Please submit
the following information to: Darrell Becker, Director of Secondary Curriculum
and Instruction, 400 N. Wall Street, Belton, TX 76513, phone: 215-2036.

Type of activity

Attendance requirements

Qualification of coach

Information concerning the health benefits and the rigor of
the activity

Method of assessing student performance

oow>

m

Promotion and
Retention
Guidelines

Belton Middle School may not grant social promotions. Students may be promoted only on
the basis of academic achievement and meeting state-required attendance guidelines.

In grades 6—8, promotion to the next grade level shall be based on an overall average of 70
on a scale of 100 based on course-level, grade-level standards (essential knowledge and
skills) for all subject areas and a grade of 70 or above in three of the following areas: Eng-
lish/language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science.

In order to be promoted to grade 9, students enrolled in grade 8 must perform satisfactorily
on the Mathematics and Reading section of the grade 8 assessment in English in addition
to meeting the subject area requirements listed above.

Summer School

BISD provides a remedial summer program for students who have unsuccessfully attempted
a subject during the regular school year or failed to meet state required attendance regula-
tions. A student cannot receive credit for remedial summer school unless he/she has previ-
ously attempted the class.

10
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Sports
Requirements

Practice

“No Pass - No Play”

Physical Exam

Students wishing to take sports must have the approval of the coaches at the students’ cur-
rent school. Students will be evaluated on their willingness to participate in physical activity at
their school: their willingness to work hard; their behavior and attitudes in school; as well as
their overall grades. The coaches will give the names of those students who may participate in
the sports program to the registrar. Participation in some sports will be limited.

All athletes must attend practice which may be scheduled during class, before school, and/or
after school. Scheduled morning practices may begin as early as 6:30 am. If an athlete
misses two (2) unexcused absences from practice they will be removed from the sport.
Games will be scheduled after school hours and some will be on weekends. All transportation
to and from practices will be the responsibility of the parent. BISD will provide transportation
to and from athletic events. All UIL sports take precedence over any outside sports such as
youth leagues. If an athlete chooses outside sports events on a continuous basis over UIL
sports, they may be removed from the athletic program.

Participation in sports activities is a privilege and good grades are a priority. Belton ISD rein-
forces the State UIL with the “No Pass - No Play” rule. According to UIL rules, if an athlete is
not passing all subjects they will not be able to participate in the sport for 3 weeks. In order
to participate at 3 weeks, the student must be passing all classes. Please visit
www.uil.utexas.edu for further details.

All athletes who participate in sports MUST have a physical examination on file prior to the
first day of school in order to try out for fall sports. According to BISD policy, all athletes MUST
have a new physical every year. Physical forms will be provided to athletes from the Belton
Middle School coaches and are also available on the BISD website. (Caution: do not acquire
physicals prior to June 1, 2009, so the physical will be current the entire school year.)

Testing

DUKE — 7th graders
Fall semester

EXPLORE - 8th graders
Fall semester

TELLPASS
Fall/spring semesters

BISD has a testing program designed to provide students, parents, teachers and counselors
with valid information that will help the students achieve maximum potential. The various
tests provide a basis for making wise decisions regarding course offerings, helping students
consider various career options and enabling administrators and teachers to determine the
effectiveness of educational programs.

Sponsored by Duke University the Talent Identification Program is open to all students whose
most recent TAKS scores qualify them for out-of-level testing. This is not mandated and par-
ticipation is the choice of the parents of qualified students.

The EXPLORE test helps students evaluate their academic skills, personal needs, interests,
plans and goals. Using this information, students can explore career possibilities, identify
skills which need improvement and begin setting up a coursework plan for high school. The
EXPLORE has four subtests on core subjects and a section on career interest. A website that
offers valuable information on the EXPLORE, PLAN and ACT test is www.explorestudent.org.
Students may also find information on careers and colleges as the many links provided at this
site.

TELLPASS (Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System) is designed specifically
for LEP students. This test measures English reading ability, according to a language profi-
ciency continuum, that is based on the stages of language development of second language
learners.

11
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Testing (continued)

TAKS (Texas Assessment
of Knowledge & Skills)

6th Graders

7th Graders

8th Graders

Field/Release Testing

The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) is an annual assessment of student
achievement in mathematics, reading and writing. At the high school level, students must
pass the exit level exams in order to obtain a high school diploma. If you do not pass one or
more parts of these tests the first time attempt, he/she may take that part again whenever it
is given (exit level).

Sixth graders will take the mathematics, and reading portions of the TAKS test on the desig-
nated state test dates

Seventh graders will take the mathematics, reading, and writing portions of the TAKS test on
the designated state test dates.

Eighth graders will take the mathematics, reading, science, and social studies portions of the
TAKS on the designated state test dates. Students must pass the reading and math tests to
be promoted to 9th grade

Field/Release testing varies on areas of need; it is determined by the Texas Education Agency
or local policy.

Students graduating in 2005 and later will be required to pass the exit level TAKS test given
in the spring of the junior year. The new test covers the following academic subject areas:

e English language arts, including at least English lll and writing
e Mathematics, including at least Algebra | and geometry
*  Social Studies, including early American history and United States history

Acceptable
(Computer) Use
Agreement

Students must have a current acceptable (computer) use agreement with parent / guard-
ian and student signatures on file at school to be allowed access to computer use.

Preparing for
High School

As students choose courses for middle school they take the first steps in planning for
their graduation day. More and more high school credit courses are being made avail-
able in junior high school.

The school has a number of courses that will qualify for high school credit and as the
students plan during high school they will appreciate the credit courses they were able
to take during middle school. Students can plan for college credit courses taken in high
school in the Advanced Placement, Concurrent Enrollment and Credit by Articulation
programs by taking Pre-AP courses.

The current graduation requirements, a total of 26 credits, required by BISD and the
State of Texas are shown on page 33. This outlines three graduation plans, minimum,
recommended and distinguished with their course requirements. BHS and the State of
Texas is encouraging all students to follow the recommended or distinguished plan for
graduation. Students should begin to plan for their future now. The following are some
additional programs to keep in mind when planning for high school and graduation.

12
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Texas Grant
Programs

Towards Excellence
Access & Success
(TEXAS) Grant Program

This program is available to Texas residents who demonstrate financial need and have com-
pleted the Recommended or Distinguished Graduation Plan requirements at a public or ac-
credited private high school in Texas. The grant will pay a student’s tuition and fees at a
public college or university in Texas. If the student attends a private, non-profit institution,
the award will be based on tuition and fee costs at public universities.

For example, in the 2008-2009 academic year a TEXAS grant for a full-time student was ap-
proximately:

*  $2,585 per semester for a public university

* $ 865 per semester for a community college

*  $1,325 per semester for a public technical college

The student must be a Texas resident, have not been convicted of a felony or a crime involv-
ing a controlled substance. The student must first complete the FAFSA when you are a senior
in high school and every year thereafter. Enrollment must be at 3/4 time as an undergradu-
ate or certificate program within 16 months after high school graduation. The financial aid
officers at your college choices will use the FAFSA to determine your financial need for this
program. You may eligible to continuing to receive the TEXAS grant awards for: up to 150
semester credit hours; up to six years; or until you receive a bachelor’'s degree, whichever
comes first.

A student may also apply if they have received an associate’s degree from an eligible institu-
tion after May 1, 2001. The student must enroll no later than the end of the 12th month af-
ter receipt of the associate’s degree.

Further information can be found on-line at www.collegefortexans.com or the Texas Financial
Aid Information Center at 1-888.311.8881.

Texas Scholars
Program

The Texas Scholars Programs recognizes those students who have completed the Recom-
mended or Distinguished Graduation Plans. It is a course of study designed to offer high
school students a brighter future, and prepare them for college a specialty school or the work-
place.

Students will be recognized at graduation and a special stamp may be put on your transcript
and/or diploma. Colleges and universities know about the Texas Scholars program and are
looking for those graduates.

Also by following the Texas Scholars Program and demonstrating financial need you may be
eligible for the Texas Grant Program.

TOPCAT (Texas Online

Preparation for College
Admissions Tests)

Now students can prepare for the SAT and ACT, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, FREE of
charge with TOPCAT (Texas Online Preparation for College Admissions Tests). TOPCAT is a
comprehensive online test prep program developed for the Texas Education Agency and the
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and is offered for FREE to all students in Texas.
TOPCAT features practice questions and tutorials in English and Spanish, and a vocabulary
builder. Visit TOPCAT at testprep.CollegeForTexas.com.

13
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6TH GRADE PROGRAM

Required Courses

Elective Courses

6th GRADE PROGRAM

The following courses are part of the required program for sixth grade students at BMS.

Students will be placed at the appropriate level according to previous scholastic grades,

standardized achievement test scores and ability scores.

REQUIRED COURSES SEMESTERS REQUIRED
ELA (English/Language Arts)

e ELAG6 2
e Pre—APELAG6 2
MATHEMATICS

* Regular 6 2
*  Pre—AP Math 6 2
PHYSICAL EDUCATION (descriptions page 30)

*  Physical Education 2
SCIENCE

+ Science 6 2
e Pre-AP Science 6 2
SOCIAL STUDIES

»  Social Studies 6 2
*  Pre-AP Social Studies 6 2

Sixth graders must select one (1) course from the following electives to complete their course
requirements. See the Course Description section for an explanation of each course.

ELECTIVE COURSES SEMESTERS REQUIRED
FINE ARTS

e At6 2

» Theater Arts 6 2

MUSIC

«  Band (with teacher approval) 2

e Choir 2

e Beginning Orchestra (with teacher approval) 2

SPANISH

*  Spanish 6 2

14




COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010

6TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

6TH GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ELA 6

Grade Level:
Prerequisite:
Students will refine and master previously learned knowl-
edge and skills of written English and reading. This in-
cludes mechanics of writing and progress in Accelerated
Reading. Composition writing to apply the principles of
grammar, parts of speech, and structure will be a central
focus. In reading, story plot, structure, and character
analysis will be the focus.

6

none

Semesters 2

PRE-AP ELA 6

Grade Level: 6

Prerequisite; Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Course Expectations:

* Increased demands on out-of-school time

e Major group & independent projects

e Produce high-quality products

»  Focused work ethic & willingness to work hard at an
accelerated pace

e Al assignments completed & turned in on due date

* Obtain work and/or instruction missed due to ab-
sences, schedule tutoring if needed

Students will refine and master previously learned knowl-

edge and skills of written English and reading. This in-

cludes mechanics of writing and progress in accelerated

reading. Composition writing to apply the principles of

grammar, parts of speech, and structure will be focused

on. In reading, story plot, structure, and character analy-

sis will be the focus. Students will study the different

genres in literature and create their own portfolio pro-

jects. Several novel units will be studied throughout the

year. Students will expand their vocabulary through ex-

tensive word study. Please refer to page 5 Pre-Advanced

Placement Program for placement and page 6 for sample

matrix.

Semesters 2

MATH 6

Grade Level: 6
Prerequisite: none
The primary focal points at Grade 6 are using ratios to
describe proportional relationships involving number con-
cepts, geometry, measurement and probability; and add-
ing and subtracting decimals and fractions. Students will
continue to build a foundation of basic understandings in
number operation, and quantitative reasoning; patterns,
relationships, and algebraic thinking; geometry and spa-
tial reasoning; measurement; and probability and statis-
tics.

Semesters 2

15

PRE-AP MATH 6

Grade Level: 6
Prerequisite; Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Students will use concepts and properties of rational
numbers to explore mathematical relationships and to
describe increasingly complex situations. Students will
communicate information about objects or situations by
quantifying attributes, generalize procedures from meas-
urement experiences, and use the procedures to solve
problems. Appropriate statistics will be used for represen-
tations of data, reasoning, and concepts of probability to
draw conclusions, evaluate arguments, and make recom-
mendations. Geometric properties and relationships, as
well as spatial reasoning, will be used to model and ana-
lyze situations and solve problems. Please refer to page 5
Pre-Advanced Placement.

Semesters 2
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6TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

SCIENCE 6

Grade Level: 6
Prerequisite: none
In grade 6, the study of science includes conducting labo-
ratory investigations using scientific methods, analyzing
data, making informed decisions, and using tools to col-
lect, analyze and record information. As students learn
science skills, they identify the components of the solar
system, investigate the rock cycle, and identify sources of
water in a watershed. Students also identify changes in
objects including position, direction and speed when
acted upon by a force. Students classify substances by
their chemical properties and give examples of the inter-
actions between matter and energy. In addition, students
identify the life processes and the relationships between
structure and function of organisms. Science is a way of
learning about the natural world. Student should know
how science has built a vast body of changing and in-
creasing knowledge described by physical, mathematical
and conceptual models, and also should know that sci-
ence may not answer all questions.

Semesters 2

PRE-AP SCIENCE 6

Grade Level: 6
Prerequisite; Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Course Expectations:
» Al assignments completed and turned in on due date
»  Expect daily homework/assignment
»  Major group and independent projects
» Al written assignments, including lab questions, will
be expected in proper format using best writing skills
Grade 6 Pre-AP Science is an inquiry-based course which
allows students to become actively involved in laboratory
oriented studies. Students will take their process, classifi-
cation, critical thinking and investigating skills to a higher
level. Heavy emphasis will be placed on the connection
between Earth, Life, and Physical sciences. Through this
emphasis students will learn that science is a way of
learning about the natural world. Students will explore
topics such as: cycles, patterns, change, constancy, rela-
tionship, and interdependence and how they relate to the
three disciplines of Science covered in 6t grade. Please
refer to page 5 Pre-Advanced Placement requirements and
page 6 for sample matrix.

Semesters 2

SOCIAL STUDIES
Grade Level: 6
Prerequisite: none
The class is an overview of world cultures. The world is
divided into different regions. Each region’s government,
economic system, religion, geography and brief history is
discussed.

Semesters 2
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PRE-AP SOCIAL STUDIES
6

Prerequisite;: Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Course Expectations:
All assignments completed and turned in on due date
»  Major group and independent projects
* Read, analyze, discuss, and write about historical
events
This course offers a more in-depth study of culture ele-
ments including geography, economics, government, and
various other factors. The world will be the stage for
these studies as students gain knowledge into the whys
and hows of co-dependence, and struggles between na-
tions and culture groups. Studies will include higher level
problem solving, predicting of outcomes, analytical re-
search, and the use of developed reading and writing
skills. Students will be given the opportunity to complete
projects and learn through self-guidance. Please refer to
page 5 Pre-Advanced Placement requirements and page 6
for sample matrix.

Grade Level: Semesters 2




COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010

6TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

6TH GRADE ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ART 6

Grade Level: 6

Prerequisite: none, $30.00 fee
This class is a hands-on introduction to the elements and
principles of art and design. Students will explore a vari-
ety of media and projects including drawing, painting,
ceramics, sculpture, and multi-cultural art. Learning
about famous artists and their work will also be a part of
this class. STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO PAY A $30 LAB
FEE. This fee is non-refundable and pays for materials
and supplies required for this course. This fee is due
when verification forms are returned in mid-May. All pro-
jects created by the student will be theirs to keep at the
end of the year.

Semesters 2

THEATER ARTS 6

Grade Level: 6
Prerequisite: none
Students in this course will develop concepts about self,
human relationships and the environment, using elements
of drama and conventions of theatre. Students will interpret
characters, using the voice and body expressively. Students
will relate theatre to history, society and culture.

Semesters 2

BAND

Grade Level: 6
Prerequisite: none
Beginning Band at Belton Middle School is offered in the
sixth (6th) grade only. During this year, a student will
learn the fundamentals needed to play a band instru-
ment. The middle school directors will audition students
during the spring of their fifth grade year and help them
to choose the correct instrument. New students to the
district must also be auditioned. Important: If you want
to be in band, you must join the fall of your 6th grade
year. Mid-semester changes to band are discouraged. A
student at Belton Middle School may audition to play the
following instruments: flute, clarinet, alto saxophone,
trumpet, French horn, trombone, baritone, tuba, and per-
cussion. Oboe and bassoon players will be chosen from
flute, clarinet, or alto sax students sometime during the
end of the first semester or beginning of the second se-
mester. Attendance at all concerts is mandatory for all
band students: Students earn a full test grade and end-
of-the-year trip credit for concert attendances. All stu-
dents need to purchase a t-shirt for their uniform. A
yearly rental fee of $75 will apply to all school-owned in-
struments.

Semesters 2

CHOIR

Grade Level: 6
Prerequisite: none
Students who are interested in singing may explore that
interest in sixth grade choir. This course will include in-
struction in vocal production, sight singing and ear train-
ing, music theory and history. Activities for the students
include participation in the fall, Christmas, Pre UIL and
spring concerts, community performances and, of course,
the end of the year trip. ALL CONCERTS ARE REQUIRED
and most occur in the evening. Attendance at all con-
certs is mandatory for all choir students, and students
are required to stay for the entire concert to earn a full
test grade and end of the year trip credit. Some activities
may require rehearsal time outside of school. Students
are required to purchase a choir polo shirt ($13.00). The
students will have a casual uniform to include the choir
polo shirt (purchased thru the choir program), blue or
black full length jeans and close-toe shoes

BEGINNING ORCHESTRA
Grade Level: 6th
Prerequisite: none

This course is for beginning sixth-grade orchestra stu-
dents. Emphasis will be paced on learning the basics of
playing the violin, viola, cello and bass. Students will be
taught practice skills as well as how to read music. Stu-
dents will be required to have an instrument for this class.
Violin and Viola players are encouraged to rent their own
instruments. A yearly rental fee of $75 will apply to all
school-owned instruments

Semesters 2

Semesters 2

SPANISH 6
Grade Level: 6th
Prerequisite: none

Semesters 2

IHola! Let’s learn Spanish. This class will use a variety of approaches that will enable students to “pick-up” the language
with virtually no effort, in a stress-free, non-threatening, entertaining, yet structured way. Example of activities used in
Spanish class includes songs, chants, rhymes, dialogues, games, and videos. The Spanish class focuses mainly on lis-
tening and oral proficiency; however, some limited reading and writing are introduced. At the end of the class, students
will have a limited fluency in Spanish and an extensive cultural awareness.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010 7TH GRADE PROGRAM

Required Courses

Elective Courses

7th GRADE PROGRAM

The following courses are part of the required program for seventh grade students at BJHS.
Students will be placed at the appropriate level according to previous scholastic grades, stan-
dardized achievement test scores and ability scores.

REQUIRED COURSES SEMESTERS REQUIRED
ELA (English/Language Arts)

» ELAY 2

* Pre—APELAY 2
MATHEMATICS

* Math?7 2

*  Pre—AP Math (Pre-Algebra) 2

PHYSICAL EDUCATION /SPORTS (descriptions pages 30— 32)

» Cheerleading 2
*  Physical Education 2
»  Sports, boys 2
»  Sports, girls 2
«  Swimming 2
« Tennis 2
SCIENCE

« Science 7 2
»  Pre-AP Science 7 2
SOCIAL STUDIES

+  Texas History 2
»  Pre-AP Texas History 2

Seventh graders must select one (1) course from the following electives to complete their
course requirements. See the Course Description section for an explanation of each course.

ELECTIVE COURSES SEMESTERS REQUIRED
FINE ARTS

« Introduction to Art 2
» Introductory Theater Arts 2
* Intermediate Theater Arts 2
MUSIC (with teacher approval)

+ Band 2
e Choir 2
«  7th Grade Orchestra 2
SPANISH

» Introduction to Spanish 2
TEEN LEADERSHIP/COMPUTER | 1/1
ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION (AVID) 2
YEARBOOK (with sponsor approval 2

18




COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010

7TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

/TH GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ELA7

Grade Level: 7
Prerequisite: none
Vocabulary development, comprehension and knowledge of
literary elements are emphasized as each student improves
his/her reading skills. This is done through classroom in-
struction and personal reading using the Accelerated Reader
Program. A ten-point goal is to be pursued each six weeks.
Literature serves as a model for effective writing as students
refine and master previously learned skills creating well de-
veloped effective compositions. This includes emphasizing
the applications of stylistic voice, connotative vocabulary,
fluent sentence structures, sensible organization, and other
conventions of written language.

Semesters 2

PRE-AP ELA 7
Grade Level: 7

Prerequisite; Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Course Expectations:

* Increased demands on out-of-school time

*  Major group & independent projects

*  Produce high-quality products

» Goal of 20 AR points per six weeks

» Focused work ethic & willingness to work hard at an
accelerated pace

» All assignments completed & turned in on due date

» Responsible for obtaining and completing any missed
work and seeking necessary outside tutoring.

Through classroom instruction and personal reading, stu-

dents will continue to develop vocabulary, a deeper compre-

hension of the written word, a greater understanding of liter-

ary elements, and application of higher-order thinking skills

to written text. This knowledge will be applies to the stu-

dent’s composition as he/she works to develop writing with

greater depth and insights. Students will also be expected to

have a greater control of the skills of organization and the

conventions of the written language.

Please refer to page 5 Pre-Advanced Placement procedures

and page 7 for sample matrix.

Semesters 2

MATH 7
Grade Level: 7

Prerequisite: none

Topics include problem solving in algebra and geometry,
applying decimals, analyzing data, using fractions and per-
cents, using integers exploring equations and functions,
applying fractions, using proportional reasoning, investigat-
ing geometrical patterns, exploring area, applying percents,
finding volume and surface area and exploring probability.

Semesters 2

19

PRE-AP MATH 7
Grade Level: 7

Prerequisite; Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Topics include connecting algebra and geometry, exploring
integers, solving equations and inequalities, exploring fac-
tors and fractions, graphing functions and linear equations,
solving problems involving ratio, proportion, and percent,
applying statistics and probability, measuring area and vol-
ume, and applying algebra to right triangles. (This course is
designed to prepare students for algebra in grade 8.) Please
refer to page 5 Pre-Advanced Placement procedures and
page 7 for sample matrix.

Semesters 2




COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010

7TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

PRE-AP SCIENCE 7
Grade Level: 7

Prerequisite;: Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Course Expectations:

e Al assignments completed & turned in on due date

e Expect regular daily homework/assignment

e Major group and independent projects

e All written assignment, including lab questions, will be
expected to be written in proper format using best writ-
ing skills

This inquiry-based lab course allows students to become

actively involved in scientific processes through investiga-

tions. Critical thinking skills are developed through group

discussions, concept formation, and writing scientific proofs.

Topics include nature of science, ecosystems, heredity,

chemistry, force and motion, and body systems. Please

refer to page 5 Pre-Advanced Placement procedures and

page 7 for matrix sample.

Semesters 2

TEXAS HISTORY

Grade Level: 7

Prerequisite: none
In n Texas History, students will examine the geography of
Texas, historical events from prehistoric times to Recon-
struction, some 20th century events and Texas government
and citizenship. Students will gain a knowledge of the diver-
sity of Texas, the land and the cultures of its people. Stu-
dents will gain an understanding of how key individuals,
historical events and issues have shaped Texas. Students
will also learn how to live as responsible citizens in Texas.

Semesters 2

20

PRE-AP TEXAS HISTORY

Grade Level: 7 Semesters 2

Prerequisite: Meet matrix requirement

Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May Meet matrix require-
ment

Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May Meet matrix require-
ment

Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Course Expectations:

e All assignments completed and turned in on the due date
e Major group and independent projects

e Read, analyze, discuss, and write about historical events
Pre-AP Texas history will examine the geography of Texas, his-
torical events from prehistoric times to Reconstruction in
Texas, some 20th century events and Texas government and
citizenship. Students will be required to acquire and practice
a a variety of learning, writing and analytical skills. Students
will use these skills to help them make informed rational judg-
ments about the past and present and express these through
essays, research papers, projects and oral presentations. As-
sessment of knowledge will be objective, essay questions or
both. Please refer to page 5 Pre-Advanced Placement for
placement and page 7 for sample matrix.




COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010

7TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

/TH GRADE ELECTIVES COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

INTRODUCTION TO ART

Grade Level: 7

Prerequisite: none, $30.00 fee
This course is open to students who wish to have several
opportunities to experience various art media and tech-
nigues. Some of the projects the students will explore in-
clude drawing, painting, sculpture and ceramics. There will
be some art appreciation and short homework assignments.
Students are required to pay a $30.00 lab fee. The lab fee
pays for materials used throughout the year and may not be
refunded. This fee is due when verification forms are re-
turned in mid-May. Students get to keep all projects com-
pleted with these materials.

Semesters 2

INTRODUCTORY THEATER ARTS
Grade Level: 7

Prerequisite: none

Students in this course will develop concepts about self,
human relationships and the environment, using elements
of drama and conventions of theatre. Students will interpret
characters, using the voice and body expressively. Students
will relate theatre to history, society and culture.

INTERMEDIATE THEATER ARTS
Grade Level: 7

Prerequisite: One year of theater arts
Students in this course will further develop concepts cov-
ered in Theater Arts 6 or Introductory Theater Arts 7 This will
be a more in depth study and application of those concepts
at a higher level

Semesters 2

Semesters 2

Grade Level: 7 Semesters 1
Prerequisite: none

Participants will have a chance to learn and practice valu-
able Microsoft Window skills. The class will learn the basics
of using Microsoft Office Suite of Applications. Focus is
placed upon the common skill set that is shared between
the applications. Students will learn the touch-system of
operating the keyboard to develop speed and accuracy. In
addition to keyboarding and the MS Office Suite, this class
also covers the use of the Internet, Internet Ethics and
Safety, as well as web page design. Other topics of enrich-
ment may include the digital camera, digital video camera
and/or scanner. It is helpful if the students some working
knowledge of the computer. Students must have BISD’s
Internet Use Agreement Form on file.

Students successfully completing this course will be eligible
to take Business Computer Information Systems (BCIS) in
the 8th grade. This course is linked with Teen Leadership.

Grade Level: 7 &8
Prerequisite: Acceptance into program;
Agree to enroll in (1) Pre-AP
AVID is a college preparatory program which seeks students
with a 2.0-4.0 GPA, who have the desire to be more suc-
cessful in school and the motivation to prepare for entrance
to a four-year college or university. In this course, AVID stu-
dents identify personal and academic goals, personal inter-
ests, talents, and abilities. They will develop strategies for
time management, organization, note taking, studying, test
taking, and college and career awareness. Proficiency in
“Writing to Learn” across the curriculum will be developed in
core classes in order to write clear and focused essays.
Students will develop the ability to evaluate the content of
oral communications and deliver focused, coherent presen-
tations. Cross curricular reading skills will be developed, as
well as development of the mathematical skills and con-
cepts that prepare them for the rigor of courses for admis-
sion to four-year colleges and universities.

Semesters 2

WIND ENSEMBLE

Grade Level: 7TH & 8TH
Prerequisite: Enrolled in band previous full
year and audition

The Wind Ensemble is the top performing ensemble at Bel-
ton Middle School. It consists of 7th & 8th grade band stu-
dents. Membership in the Wind Ensemble is obtained by
means of an audition which takes place at the end of the
previous school year. This ensemble will play more ad-
vanced music than the Symphonic and Concert Bands. Stu-
dents in this band compete in Region Band auditions, Solo
& Ensemble, and in UIL Concert & Sight Reading Contest.
Attendance at all concerts is mandatory for all band stu-
dents: Students earn a full test grade and end-of-year trip
credit for concert attendance. A yearly rental fee of $75 is
required for use of school-owned instruments.

Semesters 2

21

SYMPHONIC BAND

Grade Level: 7TH & 8TH Semesters 2
Prerequisite: Enrolled in band previous full year and audition

The Symphonic Band is the second performing ensemble at
Belton Middle School. It consists of 7th & 8th grade band
students. Membership in the Symphonic Band is obtained
by means of an audition which takes place at the end of the
previous school year. This band will perform a medium level
of music. Seventh grade students in this band wanting to
move to Wind Ensemble the following year as 8th graders
must show improvement and dedication. Students in this
band compete in Region Band auditions, Solo & Ensemble,
and in UIL Concert & Sight Reading Contest. Attendance at
all concerts is mandatory for all band students: Students
earn a full test grade and end-of-year trip credit for concert
attendance. A yearly rental fee of $75 is required for use of
school-owned instruments.




COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010

7TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

CHOIR—ADVANCED GIRLS

Grade Level: 7&8

Prerequisite; Audition & Director Approval
This choir is made up of 7th and 8t grade students who
have a background in singing and who are interested in
being a part of a performing group. All students must be
able to match pitch and pass a voice test to be admitted
into this choir. This course will include instruction in vocal
production, sight singing and ear training, music theory and
history. Experience in solfege sight singing is helpful. Activi-
ties for the students include participation in the fall, Christ-
mas, Pre UIL and spring concerts, community performances,
TMEA Region Choir Auditions in January, and of course, the
end of the year trip. ALL CONCERTS ARE REQUIRED and
most occur in the evening. Attendance at all concerts is
mandatory for all choir students, and students are required
to stay for the entire concert to earn a full test grade and
end of the year trip credit. Some activities may require re-
hearsal time outside of school. Students are required to
purchase a choir polo shirt ($13.00). The students will have
a casual uniform to include the choir polo shirt (purchased
thru the choir program), blue or black full length jeans and
close-toe shoes. Students will also have a formal uniform,
which is rented thru the choir program. The formal uniform
is a choir dress (rental cost of $20.00 which covers dry
cleaning, repair and maintenance). Girls will need to pur-
chase black dress shoes and nude or skin colored panty
hose.

CHOIR—7TH/8TH BOYS

Grade Level: 7&8

Prerequisite; Audition & Director approval
This choir is made up of 7t and 8th grade students who have
a background in singing (preferably one year in a choir pro-
gram) and who are interested in being a part of a performing
group. All students must be able to match pitch and pass a
voice test to be admitted into this choir. This course will in-
clude extensive sight singing, ear training, vocal production,
music theory and history. Students will have the opportunity
to audition for the TMEA Region choir in January and will
also participate in the UIL Concert and Sight Singing Contest
in the spring. Other activities include singing in the fall,
Christmas, Pre UIL and spring concerts, community perform-
ances, and of course, the end of the year trip.

ALL CONCERTS ARE REQUIRED and most occur in the eve-
ning. Attendance at all concerts is mandatory for all choir
students, and students are required to stay for the entire
concert to earn a full test grade and end of the year trip
credit. Some activities may require rehearsal time outside
of school.

Students are required to purchase a choir polo shirt
($13.00). The students will have a casual uniform to in-
clude the choir polo shirt (purchased thru the choir pro-
gram), blue or black full length jeans and close-toe shoes.
Students will also have a formal uniform, which includes a
white tuxedo shirt, black slacks, black socks, and black
shoes. A vest and bow tie are provided by the choir pro-
gram. Tuxedo shirts may be purchased thru the choir pro-
gram for $13.00.

Semesters: 2

Semesters: 2

CHOIR — CONCERT GIRLS

Grade Level: 7&8

Prerequisite; Audition & Director Approval
This choir is made up of 7t and 8th grade students who have
a background in singing (preferably one year in a choir pro-
gram) and who are interested in being a part of a performing
group. All students must be able to match pitch and pass a
voice test to be admitted into this choir. This course will in-
clude extensive sight singing, ear training, vocal production,
music theory and history. Students will have the opportunity
to audition for the TMEA Region choir in January and will

also participate in the UIL Concert and Sight Singing Contest
in the spring. Other activities include singing in the fall,
Christmas, Pre UIL and spring concerts, community perform-
ances, and of course, the end of the year trip.

ALL CONCERTS ARE REQUIRED and most occur in the eve-
ning. Attendance at all concerts is mandatory for all choir
students, and students are required to stay for the entire
concert to earn a full test grade and end of the year trip
credit. Some activities may require rehearsal time outside of
school.

Students are required to purchase a choir polo shirt
($13.00). The students will have a casual uniform to include
the choir polo shirt (purchased thru the choir program), blue
or black full length jeans and close-toe shoes. Students will
also have a formal uniform, which is rented thru the choir
program. The formal uniform is a choir dress (rental cost of
$20.00 which covers dry cleaning, repair and maintenance).
Girls will need to purchase black dress shoes and nude or
skin colored panty hose to complete the uniform.

7th GRADE ORCHESTRA

Grade Level: 7

Prerequisite: Enrolled in orchestra previous
full year

This course expands on what the students learned in Begin-

ning Orchestra. They will be studying music appropriate for

their age group and abilities. The students will continue to

learn better practice and performance skills. All students

are required to have an instrument for this class and are

encouraged to rent their own. Only a few instruments will be

available to rent through the school for a yearly fee of $75.

Semesters 2

Semesters 2
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COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010

7TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

Grade Level: 7 Semesters 2
Prerequisite: none

Introduction to Spanish is a preparatory course for high
school Spanish I. The emphasis will be on speaking and
comprehension with some reading and writing. Latin Ameri-
can culture also will be studied. Seventh graders who com-
plete this course with a passing grade and have the approval
of the instructor will be eligible for Spanish I.

Grade Level: 7 Semesters 1
Prerequisite: none

Teen Leadership is a program in which students develop
leadership, personal and business skills. They learn to de-
velop a healthy self-concept, healthy relationships, and learn
to understand the concept of personal responsibility. They
will develop an understanding of Emotional Intelligence and
the skills it measures, which include self-awareness, self-
control, self-motivation and social skills. Students will de-
velop skills in public speaking and communication and an
understanding of personal image. They will develop an un-
derstanding of the concept of principle-based decision-
making and develop their own personal mission statement.
They will develop an understanding of the effects of peer
pressure and will develop skills to counteract those effects.
They will develop an understanding of the principles of par-
enting, enabling them to become better family members and
citizens. They will also develop an understanding of the
need for vision in goal-setting, personally and professionally.
This course is linked with Computer .

' n #
Grade Level: 7/8 Semesters 2
Prerequisite; Application and sponsor ap-

proval

Seventh and eighth grade students selected for this class
help the yearbook sponsor in all facets of yearbook produc-
tion. Students will be responsible for layout design, story
writing, selling and distributing the yearbook. Students must
show attention to accuracy and details and work well under
the pressure of deadlines. This class requires a high-level of
creativity, initiative and personal responsibility and may re-
quire work after school or on weekends. To be considered for
this course students must complete a yearbook application
which will include references from teachers, as well as aca-
demic and conduct grades. Sponsor approval will determine
placement in this course. Please Note: there is a limit of 10
students in this course. Priority will go to students that were
in the course the previous year.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010 8TH GRADE PROGRAM

Required Courses

Elective Courses

NOTE: Any class taken for
high school credit MUST
comply with state-
mandated attendance

8th GRADE PROGRAM

The following courses are part of the required program for eighth grade students at BMS. Students
will be placed at the appropriate level according to previous scholastic grades, standardized
achievement test scores and ability scores. See the Course Description section of

this catalog for an explanation of each course. Some courses may qualify for high school credit.
However, the final class grade will not be considered in the student’s final grade-point averages
upon graduation from high school.

REQUIRED COURSES SEMESTERS ~ HIGH SCHOOL
REQUIRED CREDIT

ELA

e ELAS 2

e Pre—APELAS 2

MATHEMATICS

e Math8 2

e Algebra 2 1

SCIENCE

e Science 8 2

e Pre-AP Science 8 2

SOCIAL STUDIES

e U.S. History and Citizenship 2

¢ Pre-AP History and Citizenship 2

Eighth graders must select one (2) course from the following electives to complete their course re-
quirements. See the Course Description section of this catalog for an explanation of each course.
Some courses may qualify for high school credit.

ELECTIVE COURSES SEMESTERS _ HIGH SCHOOL
REQUIRED CREDIT

FINE ARTS

s Al 2 1

* Introductory Theater Arts 2

¢ Intermediate Theater Arts 2

«  Advanced Theater Arts 2

MUSIC (with teacher approval)

+ Band 2

+  Choir 2

»  8th Grade Orchestra 2

OFFICE ASSISTANT (must apply and be approved)

e Library 2

«  Main Office 2

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/SPORTS

(descriptions pages 30-32)

» Cheerleading 2

»  Physical Education/Health 171 0/.5
«  Sports, boys 2

«  Sports, girls 2

*  Swimming 2

« Tennis 2

SPANISH I 2 1
ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION (AVID) 2

CAREER & TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

«  Business Computer Information Systems | (BCIS |) 2 1
«  Computer l| 2

TEEN LEADERSHIP/COMPUTER | 1/1

YEARBOOK (must apply and be approved) 2
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COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010

8TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

8TH GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ENGLISH 8

Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: none
Students gain proficiency in reading, analyzing and writing
various compositions of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and
drama. Also, students develop skills in vocabulary, compre-
hension, fluency, use of correct conventions, and principles
of grammar. Students are expected to select and read books
on their reading level and earn 10 Accelerated Reader
points per six weeks.

Semesters 2

PRE-AP ENGLISH 8
Grade Level: 8

Prerequisite: Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Course Expectations:

* Increased demands on out-of-school time

e Major group & independent projects

e High quality level of work

e Focused work ethic & willingness to work hard at an
accelerated pace

e On-time completion of all assignments

«  Prompt, student-initiated make-up of instruction and
assignments missed due to absence.

* Goal of 20 AR points per six weeks.

Students are expected to compose with proficient control of

all the language skill taught to this point. Students will con-

tinue to improve their skills in all the same areas that Eng-

lish 8 offers, but in greater depth and requiring more inde-

pendent work. Students will also read and write responses

and literary analysis of literary works. Students will be re-

sponsible for reading and writing assignments outside of

class. Please refer to page 5 Pre-Advanced Placement proce-

dures and page 8 for sample matrix.

Semesters 2

PRE-ALGEBRA
Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: none

Topics include connecting algebra and geometry, exploring
integers, solving equations and inequalities, exploring fac-
tors and fractions, graphing functions and linear equations,
solving problems involving ratio, proportion and percent,
applying statistics and probability, measuring area and vol-
ume and applying algebra to right triangles. (This course is
designed to prepare students for algebra in grade 9.)

Semesters 2

25

ALGEBRA |
Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS score will be
checked in May
Topics include using algebra to work with data, applying
equations and functions, graphing linear equations, solving
equations and inequalities, connecting algebra and geome-
try, working with radicals, solving systems of equations and
inequalities and applying quadratic, exponential, polynomial
and rational functions. (Students receiving high school credit
for Algebra | must take 4 additional consecutive math cred-
its at the high school level.) Please refer to page 5 Pre-
Advanced Placement procedures and page 8 for sample
matrix.

Semesters 2
Credit: 1
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8TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

PRE-AP SCIENCE 8
Grade Level: 8 Semesters 2

Prerequisite: Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Course Expectations:
¢ All assignments completed & turn in on due date
e Expect daily homework/assignment
¢ Major group & independent projects
e All written assignments, including lab questions, will be
expected in proper format using best writing skills
Pre-AP Science 8 is a laboratory-oriented course that allows
students to become involved in the thematic interdisciplinary
approach to the environmental, physical and earth disci-
plines. Heavy emphasis will be placed on scientific proc-
esses and the relationships of fundamental science con-
cepts to our daily lives. Advanced critical thinking skills will
be developed with an emphasis on group and individual pro-
jects. The core content includes the study of matter, chemis-
try, force and motion, earth cycles, and characteristics of the
universe, meteorology and the effects of man on the earth.
Please refer to page 5 Pre-Advanced Placement procedures
and page 8 for sample matrix.
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PRE-AP UNITED STATES HISTORY AND CITIZENSHIP
Grade Level: 8 Semesters 2

Prerequisite: Meet matrix requirement
Current year TAKS scores will be checked in May

Course Expectations:

¢ All assignments completed & turned in on the due date
¢ Major group & independent projects

¢ Read, analyze, discuss, & write about historical events
This course centers on economic, political, and social events
and issues from the early colonial period to Reconstruction.
With the independence movement, students examine revo-
lution and change, rights and responsibilities through the
creation and ratification of the Constitution, challenges of
the early Republic, westward expansion, sectionalism, Civil
War and Reconstruction. Students identify the origins of the
free enterprise system and examine the rights and responsi-
bilities contained in the Constitution. Physical characteristics
of the United States and their impact on population distribu-
tion and settlement patterns in the past and present are
analyzed. The course emphasizes the use of higher order
thinking skills, analysis of primary sources and written es-
says. The major purpose of this course is a greater depth
and breadth of content with an emphasis on knowledge and
skills necessary to make informed decisions and participate
in a democratic society. Please refer to page 5 Pre-
Advanced Placement procedures and page 8 for sample
matrix.




COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010

8TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

8TH GRADE ELECTIVES COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ARTI

Grade Level: 8 Semesters 2
Prerequisite: None, $30.00 fee Credit: 1
Art | is for 8th grade students who wish to earn high school
credit. There is no prerequisite but previous experience in art
will benefit the student and is strongly encouraged.

This course will include studio projects such as drawing
painting, sculpture, ceramics, advertising design and simple
animation. Art history and art appreciation will also be part
of this course, requiring research, reading and writing as-
signments. Written and/or studio homework may be re-
quired. Students are required to pay a $30.00 lab fee. This
fee is non-refundable and pays for materials and supplies
required for this course. The fee is due when verification
forms are returned in mid-May. All projects created by the
student will be theirs to keep at the end of the year.

INTRODUCTORY THEATER ARTS
Grade Level: 7/8
Prerequisite: none

Students in this course will develop concepts about self,
human relationships and the environment, using elements
of drama and conventions of theatre. Students will interpret
characters, using the voice and body expressively. Students
will relate theatre to history, society and culture.
INTERMEDIATE THEATER ARTS
Grade Level: 7/8

Prerequisite: One year of theater arts
Students in this course will further develop concepts cov-
ered in Theater Arts 6 or Introductory Theater Arts 7. This will
be a more in depth study and application of those concepts
at a higher level

ADVANCED THEATER ARTS

Grade Level: 8

Prerequisite: Two years of theater arts or
one year of theater arts and
teacher approval

Students in this course will further develop concepts cov-

ered in previous theater arts classes. Students will perform

in-depth studies of characterization and careers in Theatre.

Occasional performances at Sparta may be included.

Semesters 2

Semesters 2

Semesters 2

$ h
BUSINESS COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS |
Grade Level: 8 Semesters 2
Prerequisite: Computer | or teacherap-  Credit: 1
proval
Students will develop advanced technology skills in a fast
paced and challenging environment. Application to personal
and business situations are taught using word processing,
spreadsheets, databases, telecommunications desktop pub-
lishing, presentation management, networking operating
systems and emerging technologies. Students will develop
intermediate-level application skill while refining and mas-
tering previously learned keyboarding skills. Microsoft Office
Suite is used extensively. Webpage design using HTML
scripting and proper internet research techniques are taught
as enrichment topics. Use of video camera, digital camera
and scanner are taught in conjunction with all topics. This is
a high school technology credit course.

COMPUTER Il
Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: none
This course is designed to prepare students that can’t take
BCIS with the key computer skills necessary for successful
high school and business applications. Microsoft Office is
the primary software application. Proper keyboarding is
stressed so students can attain levels of proficiency in
speed and accuracy that will enable them to produce effec-
tive products suitable for high school. Students will use Mi-
crosoft Word to produce reports, letters memos and desktop
publishing products. Students will be introduced to available
techniques and copyright issues. Time permitting, students
will also be introduced to webpage design using HTML script-

ing

Semesters 2

&

HEALTH 8
Grade Level: 8
Prerequisite: none

Course syllabus includes such topics as infections and chronic diseases, mental and emotional health, social problems,
abuse, nutrition, alcohol, drugs, tobacco and other timely issues. Emphasis is on holistic health and making a personal choice for

wellness. This course is linked with Physical Education.

Semesters 1
Credit: 5

chemical
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8TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

WIND ENSEMBLE

Grade Level: 7TH & 8TH
Prerequisite; Enrolled in band previous full
year and audition
The Wind Ensemble is the top performing ensemble at Bel-
ton Middle School. It consists of 7th & 8th grade band stu-
dents. Membership in the Wind Ensemble is obtained by
means of an audition which takes place at the end of the
previous school year. This ensemble will play more ad-
vanced music than the Symphonic and Concert Bands. Stu-
dents in this band compete in Region Band auditions, Solo
& Ensemble, and in UIL Concert & Sight Reading Contest.
Attendance at all concerts is mandatory for all band stu-
dents: Students earn a full test grade and end-of-year trip
credit for concert attendance. A yearly rental fee of $75 is
required for use of school-owned instruments.
SYMPHONIC BAND
Grade Level: 7TH & 8TH Semesters 2
Prerequisite; Enrolled in band previous full year and audition
The Symphonic Band is the second performing ensemble at
Belton Middle School. It consists of 7th & 8th grade band
students. Membership in the Symphonic Band is obtained
by means of an audition which takes place at the end of the
previous school year. This band will perform a medium level
of music. Seventh grade students in this band wanting to
move to Wind Ensemble the following year as 8th graders
must show improvement and dedication. Students in this
band compete in Region Band auditions, Solo & Ensemble,
and in UIL Concert & Sight Reading Contest. Attendance at
all concerts is mandatory for all band students: Students
earn a full test grade and end-of-year trip credit for concert
attendance. A yearly rental fee of $75 is required for use of
school-owned instruments.
CHOIR—7TH/8TH BOYS
Grade Level: 7 &8
Prerequisite; Audition & Director approval
This choir is made up of 7th and 8th grade students who have
a background in singing (preferably one year in a choir pro-
gram) and who are interested in being a part of a performing
group. All students must be able to match pitch and pass a
voice test to be admitted into this choir. This course will in-
clude extensive sight singing, ear training, vocal production,
music theory and history. Students will have the opportunity
to audition for the TMEA Region choir in January and will
also participate in the UIL Concert and Sight Singing Contest
in the spring. Other activities include singing in the fall,
Christmas, Pre UIL and spring concerts, community perform-
ances, and of course, the end of the year trip. ALL CON-
CERTS ARE REQUIRED and most occur in the evening. At
tendance at all concerts is mandatory for all choir students,
and students are required to stay for the entire concert to
earn a full test grade and end of the year trip credit. Some
activities may require rehearsal time outside of school. Stu-
dents are required to purchase a choir polo shirt ($13.00).
The students will have a casual uniform to include the choir
polo shirt (purchased thru the choir program), blue or black
full length jeans and close-toe shoes. Students will also
have a formal uniform, which includes a white tuxedo shirt,
black slacks, black socks, and black shoes.

Semesters 2

Semesters: 2
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CHOIR—ADVANCED GIRLS

Grade Level: 7 &8
Prerequisite; Audition & Director approval

This choir is made up of 7th and 8th grade students who have
a background in singing and who are interested in being a
part of a performing group. All students must be able to
match pitch and pass a voice test to be admitted into this
choir. This course will include instruction in vocal production,
sight singing and ear training, music theory and history.
Experience in solfege sight singing is helpful. ALL CON-
CERTS ARE REQUIRED and most occur in the evening. At-
tendance at all concerts is mandatory for all choir students,
and students are required to stay for the entire concert to
earn a full test grade and end of the year trip credit. Some
activities may require rehearsal time outside of school. Stu-
dents are required to purchase a choir polo shirt ($13.00).
The students will have a casual uniform to include the choir
polo shirt (purchased thru the choir program), blue or black
full length jeans and close-toe shoes. Students will also
have a formal uniform, which is rented thru the choir pro-
gram. The formal uniform is a choir dress (rental cost of
$20.00 which covers dry cleaning, repair and maintenance).
Girls will need to purchase black dress shoes and nude or
skin colored panty hose.

CHOIR — CONCERT GIRLS

Grade Level: 7 &8

Prerequisite; Audition & Director Approval
This choir is made up of 7t and 8th grade students who have
a background in singing (preferably one year in a choir pro-
gram) and who are interested in being a part of a performing
group. All students must be able to match pitch and pass a
voice test to be admitted into this choir. This course will in-
clude extensive sight singing, ear training, vocal production,
music theory and history. Students will have the opportunity
to audition for the TMEA Region choir in January and will
also participate in the UIL Concert and Sight Singing Contest
in the spring. ALL CONCERTS ARE REQUIRED and most occur
in the evening. Attendance at all concerts is mandatory for
all choir students, and students are required to stay for the
entire concert to earn a full test grade and end of the year
trip credit. Some activities may require rehearsal time out-
side of school. Students are required to purchase a choir
polo shirt ($13.00). The students will have a casual uniform
to include the choir polo shirt (purchased thru the choir pro-
gram), blue or black full length jeans and close-toe shoes.
Students will also have a formal uniform, which is rented
thru the choir program.

Semesters: 2

Semesters 2

STRING ORCHESTRA
Grade Level: 7&8 Semesters 2
Prerequisite: Enrolled in orchestra previous

full year

This course expands on what the students learned in 7th
Grade Orchestra. They will be studying music appropriate
for their age group and abilities. The students will continue
to learn better practice and performance skills. All students
are required to have an instrument for this class and are
encouraged to rent their own. Only a few instruments will be
available to rent through the school for a yearly fee of $75.
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8TH GRADE DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

"((

All office workers must be well groomed and have very good attendance. In addition, they must have above-average grades
in both the academic and conduct areas. Office workers must keep confidentiality of office records and student information
at all times! Disciplinary actions (ISS or suspension) or breech of confidentiality of records or student information, abuse of
the privilege of working in the office or failure to adhere to school policy will cause a schedule change from office assistant.
This is a class. All school rules apply. We consider being selected to work in the office a privilege! Since this is a role model

position you will be held to a high standard.

MAIN OFFICE ASSISTANT

Grade Level: 8

Prerequisite: Application to the main office
The main office area includes: the principal, assistant princi-
pals, registrar, secretary and attendance clerk. Main office
assistants are expected to pick up class rolls from each
classroom each period, file, run errands, meet the public
and do a lot of alphabetizing and filing. The students’ ability
to follow instructions in a correct and timely manner is very
important and will be a large part of their grade.

Semesters 2

LIBRARY ASSISTANT

Grade Level: 8

Prerequisite; Application form, pass test over
decimals and alphabetization,
no discipline, teacher recom-
mendations

Students collect books and shelve returned books. They

assist in the processing of new books and magazines and

politely deliver library notices to the faculty for distribution to

students. They will learn basic concepts of the Dewey Deci-

mal System and will master limited areas of the computer

circulation procedures and online use of the internet.

They will become familiar with and use common reference

materials. Confidentiality and role modeling skills are impor-

tant traits of this class, and well as showing initiative and

trustworthiness.

Semesters 2

Grade Level: 8 Semesters 2
Prerequisite; Matrix determination Credit; 1
Spanish | is the same as high school Spanish and is open to
qualified eighth graders who will be eligible to go into Span-
ish 1l with a passing grade for the year and a passing grade
for the second semester. This course will cover listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills. It also includes culture
with emphasis on Mexico and South America.

' n #
Grade Level: 8 Semesters 2
Prerequisite: Application and sponsor

approval

Seventh and eighth grade students selected for this class
help the yearbook sponsor in all facets of yearbook produc-
tion. Students will be responsible for layout design, story
writing, selling and distributing the yearbook. Students must
show attention to accuracy and details and work well under
the pressure of deadlines. This class requires a high-level of
creativity, initiative and personal responsibility and may re-
quire work after school or on weekends. To be considered
for this course students must complete a yearbook applica-
tion which will include references from teachers, as well as
academic and conduct grades. Sponsor approval will deter-
mine placement in this course. Please Note: there is a limit
of 10 students in this course. Priority will go to students that
were in the course the previous year.
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Grade Level: 7&8 Semesters 2

Prerequisite: Acceptance into program;

Agree to enroll in (1) Pre-AP
AVID is a college preparatory program which seeks students
with a 2.0-4.0 GPA, who have the desire to be more suc-
cessful in school and the motivation to prepare for entrance
to a four-year college or university. In this course, AVID stu-
dents identify personal and academic goals, personal inter-
ests, talents, and abilities. They will develop strategies for
time management, organization, note taking, studying, test
taking, and college and career awareness. Proficiency in
“Writing to Learn” across the curriculum will be developed in
core classes in order to write clear and focused essays.
Students will develop the ability to evaluate the content of
oral communications and deliver focused, coherent presen-
tations. Cross curricular reading skills will be developed, as
well as development of the mathematical skills and con-
cepts that prepare them for the rigor of courses for admis-
sion to four-year colleges and universities.
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DESCRIPTION OF COURSES

PHYSICAL EDUCATION COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Y %

Physical Education Boys & Girls
Grade Level: 6

Prerequisite: none

Sixth Grade Physical Education offers a variety of activities in
order to instill a desire and interest in being active for a life-
time. They will participate in activities such as flag football,
basketball track, softball, volleyball and badminton. They will
also participate in games, dance, and other fitness activities

Semesters 2

* 4

Y %

Physical Education - Boys
Grade Level: 7
Prerequisite: None

Boys’ physical Education offers a variety of activities in
order to instill a desire and interest in being active for a
lifetime. They will participate in activities such as flag
football, basketball track softball, volleyball and badmin-
ton. They will also participate in games, dance and other
fitness activities. In addition to physical activity, there will
be an emphasis placed on the importance of nutrition
and making healthy choices

Semesters 2

Physical Education — Girls

Grade Level: 7 Semesters 2
Prerequisite: None Credit: 1
Girls’ Physical Education is based on contemporary curricu-
lum. A variety of activities will be offered in order to instill a
desire and interest for a lifetime. Team sports will be taught
but an emphasis will be placed on lifetime activities such as
tennis, badminton, bowling, aerobics (dance and step) and
other games and fitness activities. In addition, to physical
activity, there will be an emphasis placed on the importance
of nutrition and making healthy choices.

Y %

Physical Education — Boys & Girls
Grade Level: 7

Prerequisite: none

Eighth grade Physical Education offers a variety of activities
in order to instill a desire and interest in being active for a
lifetime. They will participate in the following activities; flag
football, basketball, track, softball, volleyball and badmin-
ton. They will also participate in games, weight training,
aerobic training and other fitness activities. In addition to
physical activity, there will be an emphasis placed on the
importance of nutrition and making healthy choices. This
course is linked with Health.

Semesters 2
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SPORTS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Students involved in the sports program are expected to maintain a high level of academic achievement in the classroom. Students
are required to maintain an average of 70 or above to be eligible to participate in a sport. Students who are consistently ineligible
may be removed from the sports program. Student eligibility will be determined by current UIL guidelines.

Students involved in the sports programs are expected to maintain a high standard of behavior in the classroom. Students with con-
duct grades below an S will be subject to disciplinary actions by the coaches. If the behavior does not improve, the student may be
removed from the athletic program. A student may be removed from the program due to poor grades and/or work habits, absentee-
ism, conduct or major violation of school rules.

Physicals are required annually. The district requires that students involved in the sports programs in BISD must have a current
physical on file. Students who do not turn in a current physical will not be allowed to participate in sports. Students wishing to partici-
pate in football or volleyball must turn in a physical to the coaches on or before the first day of school. (Caution: Do not acquire
physicals prior to June 1 so the physical will be current the entire school year.)

Proper dress and grooming is basically a responsibility of the students and parents. However, since student athletes represent our
school in extracurricular activities in our community and in other communities, we expect them to adhere to an acceptable and de-
sirable appearance code which may be more demanding than the appearance code described in the Student Handbook. The follow-
ing Appearance Code Guidelines for Athletes are in addition to those in the Handbook.

* Boys’ hair may not be longer in the back than the shirt collar. Beards and mustaches are not permitted, and boys are expected to
be clean-shaven. No jewelry is to be worn in the ear or face.

/%

FOOTBALL 7Th GRADE FOOTBALL 8th GRADE
Grade Level: 7 Aug.—Nov. Grade Level: 8 Aug.— Nov.
Prerequisite: Coach approval Credit: Prerequisite; Coach approval

The 7th grade boys will work out after school Monday The 8th grade boys will work out in the morning from 6:30
through Thursday until 5:30 p.m. Parents will be expected to to 8:00 a.m. Monday through Thursday. Parents will be

provide transportation on those days. expected to provide transportation on those days.

Games will be played on Monday nights. B team games will Games will be played on Tuesday nights. B team games will
begin at 5 p.m. A Team games will follow immediately after begin at 5 p.m. A Team games will follow immediately after
at approximately 6:30 p.m. at approximately 6:30 p.m.

EQUIPMENT: Boys playing football will be furnished all equipment except shoes and an athletic supporter.

NOTE: Boys basketball will begin the week after football is finished. Everyone in the sports program may try out for the team.

BASKETBALL 7TH GRADE BASKETBALL 8TH GRADE
Grade Level: 7 Nov.—Feb. Grade Level: 8 Nov.-Feb
Prerequisite: Coach Approval Prerequisite: Coach Approval

The 7th grade A, B & C teams will practice after school from  The 8th grade A, B & C teams will practice before school
4 t0 5:30 p.m. Games will be played on Monday or Thursday ~ from 6:30 to 8:00 a.m. Games will be played on Monday or
nights. They will have between 11-14 games in all Thursday nights. They will have between 11-14 games in all
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SPORTS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS (CONT.

SPORTS GIRLS
Grade Level: 7/8 Semesters 2
Prerequisite: Coach Approval

Girls’” sports is a course for girls interested in competitive cross-country, volleyball, basketball and track. Conditioning is a ma-
jor factor in the sports program. This includes long distance running, sprint work, weight training and plyometrics. Athletes
need to have dedication, desire and a commitment toward participation in order to succeed in sports. Girls must be able to
attend early morning practices and/or after school practices. Transportation to practices is the responsibility of the parents.
NOTE: Strenuous exercise is required for this course. See sports requirements, page 11 for further information. All students
must have a current physical prior to start of school.

/10,1 )1

CROSS COUNTRY TRACK
Grade Level: 7/8 Aug.— Oct. Grade Level: 7/8 Feb.—April
Prerequisite: Coach Approval Prerequisite: Coach Approval

Cross country teams will work out at 6:30 a.m. during week. ) ) ) .
Any student may participate, and scheduling may be flexible Track season will pegm the first week in February, and the
for those students also participating in football, volleyball, season ends in April.

and cheerleading.

Golf
TENNIS Grade Level: 7/8 Feb.— April
Grade Level: 7/8 All Year Prerequisite: Coach Approval

Prerequisite: Coach Approval . i S
Tennis is offered for those students who are interested in ~ GOlf is an after-school program which begins in February.

competing in high school tennis on the competitive level. ~ This program is limited to 10 middle-school boys and 10
This is not a leisure time to learn to play tennis. All students middle-school girls. Each year, players must qualify to be-
in this class will be required to attend all before-school prac- come a member of the team. There is a small fee each

tices and participate in all tennis matches scheduled during player must pay the golf course each year (approximately
the school year. Most tennis matches are scheduled on $40). Each player must provide his/her own golf clubs and
Tuesdays, Thursdays, or Saturdays. Students in this class ~ duipment. Practice will be after school at least twice per
will not be able to participate in volleyball, football, basket- ~ Week. Practice is usually held at Leon Valley Golf Course.
ball, golf, or cheerleading. Required try-outs are conducted ~ Each player must provide own transportation to and from
in the spring. Any student on the failure list any two six  the golf course each day of practice.

weeks will be removed from tennis.

SWIMMING
CHEERLEADING Grade Level: 7/8 All Year
Grade Level: 7/8 All Year Prerequisite; Interested students must tryout under the swim
Prerequisite: Coach Approval . cqaches’ supervision. N _ .

Students will be instructed in the four competitive swimming
Cheerleading is considered a physical education course. strokes, racing starts and proper turns for each of the
Tryouts conducted in the spring are required for admission strokes. Students will also be introduced to various types of
to this course. Final class selections will be based on training methods; for example, using pace clocks, fins, kick-
grades, conduct and practice workouts. Students will be boards, pull-buoys and bungee cords. This class is a COM-
expected to dress out and participate in strenuous exercise PETITIVE TEAM formed by combining swimmers from Lake
daily. Cheerleading skills such as cheers, chants, jumps, Belton and Belton Middle Schools. Emphasis will be placed
partner stunts, and dances will be taught. There will be on stroke improvement and swimming development. Work-
many required extracurricular activities, and several more outs will be developed to challenge each individual, and
will be optional. All students in the class will have to pur- swimmers will be expected to participate in several competi-
chase workout clothes and will be required to pay for cheer tions (meets) throughout the year. Students who compete in
camp in the summer. This is a mandatory, four-day camp. other sports in the fall and want to do swimming need to call
Approximate cost is $300. At the time of printing, uniform Coach Burt or Coach York at 215-2444 about swimming in
cost is not decided but is expected to be below $100. the spring. The swimming coaches encourage athletes who
Shoes, bloomers, and camp clothes are items to be pur- so desire to participate in multiple sports and will work with
chased and will cost approximately $105. Additional items students as much as possible to work swimming into their
may also be required. schedule.
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REQUIREMENTS: 9TH GRADE STUDENTS (ENTERING 2009-2010)

COURSE DESCRIPTION CATALOG 2009-2010

REQUIREMENTS: 12th GRADE STUDENTS (2009-2010)

Students will be required to enroll under the Recommended or Distinguished graduation
plans to receive a high school diploma. Students requesting a change to the Minimum
graduation plan must receive approval during their senior year from the principal and/or asso-

Graduation Plan
Requirements

ciate principal.

Both the Recommended and Distinguished graduation plans require 24 credits to graduate.
The Distinguished plan requires the addition of 4 Advanced Measures (see pages 11 and 12).
and an additional year of foreign language.

GRADUATION PLAN REQUIREMENTS (CLASS OF 2010)

SUBJECT AREAS MINIMUM RECOMMENDED DISTINGUISHED
ENGLISH 4 credits to include 4 credits to include 4 credits to include
English I, II, Il & IV English I, II, Il & IV English I, II, Il & IV

MATHEMATICS

3 credits consecutively at the
high school level (grades 9-12)
to include Algebra | and Geometry

3 credits consecutively at the
high school level (grades 9-12) to
include Algebra I, Geometry and
Algebra Il

3 credits consecutively at the
high school level (grades 9-12)
to include Algebra |, Geometry
and Algebra Il

SCIENCE

3 credits consecutively at the
high school level (grades 9-12) to
include Biology and Integrated
Physics & Chemistry (IPC). May
substitute Chemistry, Conceptual
Chemistry or Physics for IPC but
must use the second of these as
elective credit.

3 credits taken consecutively at

the high school level (grades 9-

12). One credit must be from

Biology (Biology or AP Biology).

Must choose the remaining two

credits from the following areas.

Not more than one credit may be

chosen from each area:

» Integrated Physics & Chemis-
try (IPC)

»  Chemistry or AP Chemistry

« Physics or AP Physics

3 credits taken consecutively at

the high school level (grades 9-

12). One credit must be from

Biology (Biology or AP Biology).

Must choose the remaining two

credits from the following areas.

Not more than one credit may be

chosen from each area:

» Integrated Physics & Chemis-
try (IPC)

»  Chemistry or AP Chemistry

« Physics or AP Physics

SOCIAL STUDIES 3.5 credits to include 3.5 credits to include 3.5 credits to include
World Geography, World History, | World Geography, World History, | World Geography, World History,
US History, and US History, and US History, and
Government (.5) Government (.5) Government (.5)
ECONOMICS .5 credit .5 credit .5 credit
FOREIGN none 2 credits from the same 3 credits from the same
LANGUAGE foreign language foreign language
PE/ATHLETICS 1.5 credits 1.5 credits 1.5 credits
HEALTH .5 credit .5 credit .5 credits
TECHNOLOGY
1 credit 1 credit 1 credit
APPLICATIONS
FINE ARTS choir, Band, | /o 1 credit 1 credit
Art, Theatre Arts, Dance
COMMUNICATION
.5 credit .5 credit .5 credit
APPLICATIONS
SUBTOTAL 17.5 credits 20.5 credits 21.5 credits
BEFORE ELECTIVES
ELECTIVES From any
combination of state ap-| g g5 credits 3.5 credits 2.5 credits
proved academic and/or
career electives.
24 CREDITS plus
TOTAL CREDITS 24 CREDITS 24 CREDITS 4 Advanced Measures
(see pages 11 & 12)

It is the student’s responsibility to be sure that all requirements are met prior to graduation.
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